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The Cas E between the Proprie- 
tors of News- Papers and the 
Subſeribing Coffee-Men, fairly 

| Stated. 


S288 T is not eaſy to decide, whether the preſent 
wild Attempt of ſome of the Keepers of 
| Coffee-Houſes, to preſcribe to the Enter- 
1 tainment of the Town, in the Way of Pub- 
e hay — of — 
or of Arrogance; and tho' the Perſons and 
See fh Project deſerve to be treated with the 
gue Contempt, and it may perhaps be thought ſufficient 
uniſhment for them to be permitted to purſue their chime- 
rical Scheme, till they are convinced of the Vanity and Folly 
of it, by their own Expence ; yet ſome few deſpicable Folks 
among them, who want better Bufineſs, having publiſh'd, as 
from a Coffee-Man, a ſtupid rh =p N all the Confe- 
deracy have ſince avow'd) intituled, Z he Caſe of the Coffee- 
Men of London and Weſtminſter, Sc. for which, as an early 
Specimen of their Intention to prevent Impoſitions, they tax 
their Readers Six-pence, it may not be amiſs to beſtow a little 
Confideration on what they alledge in Vindication of their 
| Arrogance, and the rather, becauſe they have long impoſed 
on the Indulgence and Credulity of ſome Gentlemen with 
their pretended Hardſhips from the Publick Papers, to 
which, however, they principally owe their Subſiſtence. 
They begin their Caſe with the grand Grievance of moſt 
of theſe Subſcribing Gentry, by telling us, that Neceſſity is 
the Mother of Invention: But however true this may be, and 
however it may intitle the 3 Men to the — 
2 | 0 
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p 5 INS. 
of Mankind, yet, ſurely, no-body would have imagin'd, 
that ſuch a Set of Creatures as theſe Men generally are, 

mould plead their Neceſſities for turning Authors and Di- 
rectors of the Entertainment of. the Toun; and leſs ſtill, 
that they ſhould quarrel with the very Means by which 
only they can hope to ſupply thoſe Neceſſities, and whereby 
they actually ſubſiſt. | t 
It was juſt and natural, ſay they, for the Coffee-Mer to 
conſider their Honſes as the Staples of News, It was juſt 
and natural, indeed, for them to think their Houſes Places 
of Publick Reſort, where Gentlemen often meet to read the 
' Publick Papers, and from the Topicks furniſh'd by them, 
deſcant on what they read, and fall into Converſation upon 


theſe Occaſions, which made them conſider the News- 


Papers as an agreeable Amuſement, and Entertainment for 
a vacant Hour, and, in Confideration thereof, call for a 
Diſh or a Dram, which they know they pay for far above 
the intrinſicx Value; and many. Gentlemen, who fre- 
uently meet there to go to drink better and more generous 
Aber, often lay down Money at the Bar, without drink- 
ing any thing, as a Gratuity for the Entertainment they 
have received from the Publick Papers there taken in. And 
indeed, were not the News-Papers of the Day, the princi- 
pal Inducement, and that thoſe Houſes are proper Places of 
Appointment, what Gentleman of a hundred is there, who 
does not drink at his own Houſe or Chambers, far better 
Liquor than thefe People furniſh? Wherefore, if it was 
juſt and natural for the Coffee-Men to confider their Houſes 
as the Staples of News, it muſt be acknowledg'd, that 
the Proprietors of Papers are the true and proper Mer- 
chants of that Staple; and what follows muſt be exceed- 
ingly ridiculous, That it was zherefore juſt and natural for 
the Coffee. Men to conſider 7 hemſelves as the fitteſt Perſons 
in the World to fern the Tran with that Commodity. 
I'll ſubmit it to the Gentlemen who frequent Coffee-Houſes, 
what fort of Vehicles the Keepers of moſt of them muſt 
make, for conveying Publick Intelligence to the World, and 
how capable they think they are, generally ſpeaking, of 
any other Poſt than of the mean ſervile Offices proper to 
their Buſineſs, and taking a Meſſage trom one Gentleman 
to direct another to ſome more eligible Place of Enter- 
tainment. 3 | 
They proceed, that Neceſſi;y (poor Men! I ſhould pity 
their Neceſſities with all my Heart, if they would be 
modeſt, and move in their proper Sphere!) Vas Fours 
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them to think home, amd led them to the Knowledge of their 
true and natural Intereſt; which, it ſeems, ſome wiſe 
Heads among them have lately diſcover'd to be no leſs than 
to furniſh the Town with News themſelves; and that, as 
they ſay, from the Stores of Intelligence in their own Hands, 
* which they bave been the blind Poſſeſſors to this Day !— 
lind Poſſeſſors indeed! and as lame Managers they will 
make, no doubt !—— But let us examine what they mean 
by rhe Stores of Intelligence in their own Hands: Why it 
muſt be, that theſe arrogant Fellows think it not enough to 
make every Gentleman pay Two-pence for what they uſed 
to ſell for a Penny, (of which more anon) and is not the 
intrinſick Value of a Half-penny, but they think themſelves 
intitled ro the Converſation and Diſcourſe held in their 
Houſes, and, with equal Decency and Prudence, each is to 
ſet up a Board to inform Gentlemen, that he, the very indi- 
vidual Coffee. Man before them, looks upon himſelf as a 
Juſt, natural, and proper Vehicle of Publick Intelligence, 
and that whatever they ſhall think fir to talk of among 
themfetves, he will take great Care to furniſh them with 
next Day, for their Entertainment, at Second Hana, after 
it has paſs'd the thick Clouds of his dull Apprehenſion, and 
the Refining Fire of his Compiler's Digeſtion, | 
But ſurely, if theſe wiſe Projectors were capable of judg- 
ing of the juſt and natural Conſequences of this chimerical 
Propoſal, they would have greater Reaſon ro apprehend, 
that all Gentlemen of good Senſe and Solidity will rather 
avoid than encourage theſe Foarded Houſes, which avowedly 
ſet out at the Exßencè and Trouble of their Cuſtomers, and, 
*tis more than probable, on the Foot of berraying Private 
Converſation. For what elſe can theſe inconſiſtent Creatures 
mean by the Stores of Intelligence in their Hands, than 
that all the private Converſation of their Benefactors lie at 
their ercy and Diſcretiom? They can be the actual Poſ- 
ſefors of no other Stores, but what they muſt be furniſh'd 
with by heir om or Servants hanging at Gentlemens El- 
| bows, to Hearken to their Diſcourſes ; for as for any other, 
they are ſo far from ſuppoſing any ſuch to be in zheir Hands, 
that their Brother Board is to ſupplicate for em, that every 
Gentleman will be pleas'd to commerce Author for their 
Advantage, and furniſh em with ſuch Stores of Intelligence 
that they Have not, and fo club to his own Entertainment! 
A very pretty Scheme truly! — A Scheme, which, in 
my Opinion, they 'I get no-body into, but thoſe very vain 
and frothy Gentlemen, as they are pleas'd modeſtly to 
© A 3 cCcenſure 


— 


24 * * 6 2 © ES 2 * * J $64 R 

1 LS * 8 r + WO ">. L3H Ln 7 Wo — R 5 * * 29 n i 

32 * 8 r N 99 25 2 N * 

* 4 : * n 25 , 2 

r ig 36: WER * 5 

* eo ft * 4 7 — LY <, 
o 9 * # 
9 by 7 «AE 


RT c R * * at -. 
3s , A r * N ö } PF a r 
5 F L * 7 ” 2 * 
| - 2 ö : 
>, 
* . b 
x \ 
a 


We cenſure one conſiderable Claſs of their Cuſtomers, the 


Toung and Gay Part of the World, whom their wiſe and 


pragmatical Sheer - Laue Chairman ſaucily recomme 


5 . 29.) to his Brethren to exclude, together with their 


S 


Conſequence, the Publick, how far it may be entertain 'd by 


* from the mighty Favour of their Hates or 
E. | . bo, 

It is further obſervable, that, according to this Propoſal 
of theirs, if any Gentleman was to indulge them with an 
Article, he would lic at the Coffee-Man's Mercy, in Caſe 
of Inquiry whence it came, whether he would think it his 
Intereſt to conceal his Author, or take it upon himſelf and 


Partners z for tis provided, that the Compiler ſhall write 


againſt every Paragraph, whoſe Coffee-Houſe it came from, 
that it may be traced to its Fountain (5. 32.); and accord 
ing as the Article may be, this may ſubject Gentlemen to 


Broils and Troubles, which may 1 be attended with 


very bad Conſequences; and all for no other End, than to 
ſerve, as it may happen, a very worthleſs ignorant Coffee- 
Man, who in the common Part of his Buſineſs is 700 well 


paid, and from whom neither Honour or Integrity is ſo 
much as expected, excepting in the abject Way of his Live- 


lthood. a | 
As to what they alledge of the mean Methods uſed by 
ſome of the Collectors of Home News, to get Intelligence, 


it may be true in Part; but then, thoſe Fellows are eaſily 


known, and avoided, and have often been rewarded with a 
hearty Baſtinado, which they richly deſerve, when a 
take too great Liberties with Peoples Reputations, an 

abuſe the Publick by falſe Repreſentations: But are theſe 


merry Remarkers to be told, that this does not at all affect 


with Blame the Proprietors of the Papers, who are fill 
more impoſed on than the Publick, becauſe they give a 
Salary for better Aavices, and are often brought into odd 
Scrapes and Dilemmas by the Indi ſcretion of ſuch Perſons 2? 
But theſe Projectors may know, for their Comfort, that 
when theſe Collectors have been reprimanded by their 
Employers for their falſe Intelligence, they have declared, 
that they were impoſed on by ſuch or ſuch a Maſter of a 
Coffee-Houſe which they frequent, whoſe Plea of Jgnorance 
the next Day has been their only Excufe to ſcreen them 
from the Wrath of the very Collectors, they make ſo free 
with as a Body : And by this, the Fraternity will be able 
to gueſs, how far they will be obliged to the Diſcretion of 
ſame of their own Body, in furniſhing Materials; and, of 
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the Attempts of theſe ſage Reformers. But to reſume 5 
Even this nean Method, as they call it, of procuring Intel- 
ligence, with all its Incanveniences, is more tolerable to 
-ntlemen, than to have always at their Elbow an ignorant 
and impertinent Coffee-Man, or a ſauey liſtning Waiter, 
againſt whom no Gentleman, that uſes ſuch a News- furniſp- 
iug Houſe, has any Defence ; but muſt be at the Diſcretion 
of ſuch a Repreſenter, for what Uſe may be made of his 
private Diſcourſe : For 'tis to be obſerved, that this Me- 
thod of procuriog Intelligence, is the ci one they have in 
their Hands: They even diſclaim all others, propoſing 
T hemſelves to ſupply the Place of the Zves-4roppers they 
arraign. — Indeed, if a Gentleman will be ſo kind, at the 
Requeſt of theſe Impertinents, to turn Author, for the Plea- 
ſure of ſeeing himſelf in Print next Day, he may poſſibly, 
if the Compiler pleaſe, (who, after all, has Liberty, under 
Pretence of digeſting, Sc. to give it what Turn he thinks 
roper) ſtand a little better Chance than that which the 
ull Comprehenſion of an illiterate Coffee-Man will ſubject 
him to. Upon the whole, theſe People, who blame ſo 
freely the Collectors they intend to ſagplant, know nothing 
of the Arduouſneſs of the Taſk they have undertaken, and 
ſeem ſtill Teſs aware of their own Incapacity for purſuing it; 
and we may appeal to the ridiculous Specimens they have 
already given us, how well they make good their Preten- 
fions, and ſteer clear of the Giving, Granting, and Confer- 
ring, Hanging, Marrying, and Drowning Articles, with 
which they make themſelves ſo merry in others. 

I come now to take Notice of the pretended Hardſhips 
of the great Number of Publick Papers upon the Coffee- 
Houſes ; for at laſt, all the Noiſe of their Impoſitions on 
the Publick, terminates upon this inconſiderable Body of 
Men only, who, with an Arrogance peculiar to them, con- 
clude themſelves he Publick, as all the Redreſs they pro- 
| Poſe to the ſuppoſed injured Publick, ends in a Calculation 
excluſively and avowedly defigned for their own particular 
Advantage. And here I ſhall ſhew my Reader, 


Firſt, Nhat ſort of Perſons the Generality of Coffee- Men 
are; and how little Conſideratiom they merit from the 

/ Publick. - | 5 
Secondly, I ſhall undertake to prove, T hat the Number of 
News-Papers at Preſent, is fo far from being a Preju- 
dice, that it is a Benefit to the Coffee- Houſes in Ge- 


eral, 
= Thirdly, 
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5 _ Thirdly, T hat rhis Projett of ſome of the e- Men, 
AInaſtead of leſſening the pretendea Hardſhips, will ſaddle 


zhe Generahity with a ſtill greater Expence than be- 
fore. And, | My STARS. 
Fourthly, That the Coffee-Men themſelves are guilty of 
ſuch groſs and ſcandalous Tmpoſitions upon the Publick, 


as exceed, beyond all Compariſon, the Hardſhips they 


n 


And if I make out theſe Particulars to Satisfaction, I be- 
lie ve this ſervile Set of Subſcribers will appear in the Light 
they deſerve, and meet with the Contempt which they have 
ſo juſtly brought upon themſelves by their Arrogance. 

II The firſt of theſe Articles, to wit, what ſort of People 


the Generality of Coffee- Houſe Keepers are, and how little 


they merit from the Publick, might appear a little invidious, 
if the unſufferable Inſolence of theſe Projectors had not 
call'd for this Vengeance upon themſelves, 5 
And here it will be found, That if we except a very few 
Widows and fingle Women, and a very few Men, render'd, 
by Years, incapable of a more Manly Employment, and a 
fen Hereditary (as one may ſay) Coffee Houſes, that ate 
kept by the Deſcendants of ſuch Perſons, as we have ex- 
cepted, and have the beſt Title to purſue their Parents 
Calling; the Bulk of theſe clamorous Regulators are the 
very ſervileſt and moſt contemptibiè of that Part of Man- 
kind which pretends to ſubſiſt by Trade. 6 | 
Many of them are caſt-off Valets, diſcard 
who marrying their Fellow-Servants, turn into this Way <4 
Buſineſe, purely becauſe they can do nothing elſe 5 and have 
no other Pretenſions to it at all. 5 HE 
Others, and indeed a more regular Sort of em, are bred 
up to it; But from what? — Why, from the Children of 
deftitute People, who at firſt are taken perhaps at Eighteen- 
Pence, Two Shillings, or Half a Crown a Week, for the 
meaneft Purpoſes, and who otherwiſe muſt have been, very 
probably, Japanners, and Vagabonds, till, by a ſupple and 
tractable Behaviour, they are promoted to the Dignity of 
Waiters, and in Proceſs of Time, ſcraping together a little 
Money by Vails, and the Bounty of their Maſter's Cuſtom- 
ers, and joining themſelves to a Helpmate of the ſame Qua- 
lity, who likewiſe by Pains and Care has ſaved a little 
Matter in Service, by the kind Aſſiſtance of a believing Di- 
ſtiller, and benevolent Druggiſt, ſet up for themſelves, and 
become (rightful and regular, tho' it ſeems, till now, Mina 
Poſſeſſots of Stores of Intelligence, &c. A 
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ed Footmen, 896. | 
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A third Sort are broken 'Tradeſmen, undone ſome by 
Negligence, ſome by Misfortune, who r contracted an 
idle and loitering Habit of Life, make ſhift, by Rem- 
nants of Compoſition- Money, c. to pop themſelves, or 
Wives, or Daughters behind the Bar of a Coffee - Houſe, and 
ſo become a worthy Part of this formidable Society: And 
from this motley Confederacy, a few of each Sort club 
together, as we ſee, and determine, at laſt, to turn Re- 
ulators, Authors, and Collectors, Eves-droppers, News- 
— Committee-Men, Orators, and what not? 

Of ſuch as theſe, excepting ſome worthy honeſt Perſons, 
as above, are compoſed the Generality of the Coffee-Men 
about Town, and 'tis to ſuch as theſe, (for the better Sort 
have diſclaim'd the Project, and laugh at the Scheme and 
Schemiſts) that the Town is to owe the great Reformations 
of Intelligence which are now pretended to; and 'tis for the 
fake of ſuch as theſe, that the Publick are preſs'd to come 
into, and encourage this wild Project. IR 


I come now, in the ſecond Place, to prove, That the 
Number of News-Papers at preſent is ſo far from being a 
IN rhat "tis even a Benefit to the Coffee-Honſes, in 

Eneralt. 

2 All the confiderable Coffee-Houſes find this to be ſo true, 
that we need only appeal to them for the Proof of this Aſſer- 
tion; where, inſtead of thinking there are too many Papers 
on Foot, they find their Account in taking in, conſtantly, 
ſome two, ſome three, ſome four of a Sort of the Leading 
Papers, every Day, befides Duplicates of moſt of the others, 
and are ſo far from repining at the Expence, that they 
think it a Happineſs to have Cuſtomers enough to call for 
em, deſpifing the little mean Manner of the Generality, 
who impoſe on their Readers Patience, with the perpernat 
Reſponſe, that ſuch and ſuch a Paper call'd for, is in Hand. 
And they find their Account accordingly ; for the Number of 
their Cuſtomers, and thoſe of the beit Sort, is ſo far from 
being an Objection to Gentlemen to go thither, that (know- 
ing every one may be accommodated with the Papers of 
the Day) they chuſe to diſtinguiſh a Houſe, where every 
Gentleman, befide, is likely to meet ſome Friend or other. 
And thus the Papers mutually beget Company, and Company 
Papers; and the Maſters of theſe Houſes wiſely conſider 
one as the Occaſion of the orher. 
Several of 'em have declared, that they cannot poſſibly 
do with leſs; and others of em have aſſured me, "= U 
ave 
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naue taken ſome Pains, upon the artogant Pretenfions of 
mis get of — * to preſcribe to us our Entertainments, 
the 


t ioquire into the Matter) that they are always glad of the 
Riſe and Succeſs even of a New Paper, finding an Increaſe 
of Bufineſs on that Occafion, which over-compenſates the 


trifling Expence of it, And the Reaſon's plain, for if they 


fell but 2 or 3 Diſhes of Liquor extraordinarily, they are 
ſure of gaining by taking it in; and one Perſon going away, 
becauſe they don't, is the Price of the Paper loſt to them 
ſo great is the Gain by what they ſell, and fo groumaleſs the 
Clamonr that theſe genuine Sons of Stupidity make on this 


Occaſion, _—© | | | 
It muſt be confeſs'd, That the meaner Coffee-Houſes, 


poſſibly may find the Number of Papers cn 8 


upon them: But this very Hardſhip, is but the Zfe& ;; the 
| Cage is certainly the Poverty of their Spirit, which makes 
them decline taking in all, or moſt of the Papers. The 
main Inducement to Gentlemen to uſe their Houſes, is un- 
3 to read the Papers of the Day, and there is no 
Paper publi : 

another has not: And where will they go to gratify their 
Curioſities, but to thoſe Houſes which conſtantly take in all 
the Papers?— I believe if theſe ſubſcribing Gentry, to whoſe 
Trade the Number of Papers, may really, as they manage 
it, be an Over-Match, inſtead of purſuing their preſent 
wild Scheme, would turn their propoſed Board out of the 
Houſe, rather than put it up 77/79, and fix it to their 
Sign, with this plain Inſcription, inſtead of the nonſenſical 
tedious Jargon they intend, F200 


ALL THE PAPERS TAKEN IN HERE; 


it would turn much more to their Account than That is 


| likely to do. 


This, beſides, is what they 0% to do: They owe it 
to their Cuſtomers, It was the Pretence for raifing to 


Two-pence, what is not the intrinfick Value of a Halfpenny, 
eſpecially as theſe Folks generally coddle and ſtew their 


Teas, £&c And in one Diſh at that Price, they pay for the 


Paper in Queſtion. 


But let us aſk theſe impertinent Complainants of the 


Hardſhips from Papers, if moſt of em do actually take in 
all the Papers ? How often have I heard an arrogant Mor- 
tal behind the Bar, with as much Lordlineſs as if the Fate 
of Papers was in his Breath, anſwer to a Gentleman that 
has inquired for a particular Paper, Me don't take it _— 


* 
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ſh'd, but often affords ſomething curious that 
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fully confirm, even in their own Senſe, the Truth of what 
I kave here obſerved: For, | 
In p. 15. of their Caſe, they obſerve, in Terms inimita- 
bly inſolent, that when once they have taken a Paper in, 
their-conſtanr Benefactors expett to ſee it continued; And lo, 
ſay they, if a Coſfee- Mam turms a fooliſh: raſcally Paper out 
Doors, tis ten to one, but ſome or other of his Cuſtomers 
ottow it, and HE SEES'NO MORE OF THEM. This 
makes it plain, by their own Confeſſion, that tis their Inte- 
reſt to take in the Papers. — But here is the Hardſhip, 
that conſtant Cuſtomers expeft ro be obliged ! What an 
intolerable thing this is, that a Coffee. Man (a fooliſh raſcaliy 
one too, as. he muſt be that can treat his Benefactors thus) 
cannot make free with a fooliſp raſcally Paper, of the Merits 
whereof, to be ſure, he is a much, better Judge than his 
Cuſtomers ; for, as they modeſily obſerve, by way of Com- 
pliment to the Perſons who feed em, Every Vit has his 
Match, and every Foo} his Fellow ! — Was ever any thing 
ſo'impudent ! — Bar, pray, don't conſtant Cuſtomers pay, 
every Day in the Week, over and over, for the Requeſt they 
make? ls it not richly worth while to humour them by 
keeping in a Paper, which a Cuſtomer is e i enough to 
like, tho' the ſagacious Coffee - Man ſees it has nothing in it; 
and that tis wart of Underſtanding only, that makes his 
Cuſtomers deſire to fee it? — No Wonder they treat their 
Elder Brethren the preſent Set of Home Collectors, whom 
they deſign to ſupplant, in the Manner they have done, 
when the Perſons by whoſe Bounty they live, are thus 
abuſed and vilified by them! The Town may expect from 
this Specimen the Treattnent it would meet with, were it 
to ſuffer theſe rude inſolent Creatures to be the Vehicles of 
their Morning and Evening Entertainment. 8 
They further urge, That the News- Papers coſt moſt of 
'em 10, many 15, and ſome 20 J. a Year,— But does the 
principal Branch of their Trade, to which their very Being, 
as Coffee-Men, is owing, A: no. more ? — We all 
42-2454 l Know, 


know, as well as they, what even the 5e, of their Liquors, 
and Tngredients coſt them, when they buy the beff, which is 


very rarely the Caſe, eſpecially of the i»ferior Part of them, 


_ theſe 10 I. a Mar Men, who are the greateſt Complainants. - We 
know how many Two- penny Drams a Quart of Spirits will 
make, and how many Two penmy Diſbes an Ounce even of un- 
coddled Tea, or Coffee: And I think they muſt be well off, if 

what occaſions the Conſumption of ſuch Nuantities of all theſe, 
ſtands 'em in no more — Annum. | 5 

zaly, A manifeſt Proof of the Third Article, (viz. That 
theſe Projectors are augmenting, inſtead of leſſening, the Evils 
they complain of, by their preſent Scheme) naturally reſults 
from what has been ſaid : They themſelves acknowledge, 
and make it Matter of Grievance, that it is not eaſy to 
throw a Paper out that has once been receiv'd, becauſe every 

Food has its Fellow; and P. 16. they declare, that they wi 
not offer to throw out any Paper till it has been W 
rejected: If this be the Caſe, What do theſe Gothamites do? 
Becauſe there are already too many Papers, they will add 12 
more per Week to the Number. For they may depend 
upon it, that were they all to join in a Body, (which there 
is no Likelihood of, becauſe ſome of them, and thoſe the 


moſt conſiderable, look upon the Scheme with Contempt) 


the Proprietors of the Publick Papers, even ſuch as may 
make no extraordinary Hand of it, are too tenacious of their 
Property to give it up, becauſe the Coffee-Houſes refuſe 


to take it in: — If there were no Coffee-Houſes, or if the 


Papers were not to be taken in by them at all, do. theſe 


„ ae think there would be an End of the Papers 
When they laid them down, would not Gentlemen that now 


go to the Coffee-Houſe take em in themſelyes, and read 


them over a Diſh of better Liquor than they are generally 
Furniſh'd with by them? Indeed it will be objeRed, that in 
that Caſe, Gentlemen would not take in all the Papers; 


no, neither do ſome of theſe Complainants ; but the 
would ſome take in one, and ſome another, as they could 
match their Wits, as our well- manner d Friends intimate, 


and when any Paper made a Noiſe by its Contents, they 
would in all Probability purchaſe, that too; and all this 


would be ſo. far from falling ſhort of the preſent Con- 
ſumption, that it would very probably exceed it. 
The chief, and in a Manner only Benefit that Coffee- 


Houſes are of to a Publick Paper, is at its frſt ſerting ont, | 
Ron 


where they are indeed neceſſary to make it known; 
their ſordid Intereſt makes them take quite a contrary Me- 


thod, for fear of increaſing their Expence, tho' at the ſame 


time it would probably increaſe their Trade: Tis well 
known, that the Coffee-Men generally ſet themſelves ſo re- 


tolutely againſt New Papers, that a Paper muſt by Dint of ) 


Merit, 
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Merit, or Dint of Impudence, (which my honeſt Friends, 
51 diſcoyer'd that every Fool has his Match, know 1 
the ſame thing) make its own Way, and be call'd for repeat- 
edly, before it can be admitted the Privilege of their Tables. 
Tt has been a diſputed Poinr, whether the Proprietors of an 
art Sia Paper do not receive more Hurt by Coffee- 

onſes than Good; and I think the Matter will not bear 
a Queſtion, for the Number of Readers is no Profit to 
them, bur the Number of Buyers only; and many a Paper 
would be bought by Gentlemen, if they could not fo readily 
ſatisfy their Curioſities at the Coffee-Houſe, in which Caſe 
the Proprietor of the Paper receives manifeſt Detriment, and 

the Coffee-Man only reaps the Benefit: So that theſe wiſe Men 
may obſerve, from this natural and juſt manner of Rea ſoning, 
what a Blow they may poſſibly give themſelves by their cunning 
ProjeF, in endeavouring to turn Things out of their natural 
Channel. Tis true, every now and then, a New Paper 

ſtarts up, which may add to their Expence ; but then, like a 
Ghoſt, it vaniſhes, very frequently, as ſoon almoſt as it ap- 
pears : And the once ſanguine, but then penitent, Proprie- 
tors fit down (as I believe our ſage Brethren ſoon will) con- 
- - vinced of the Vanity of their Ae each a few Pieces 

lighter than when they begun: And this the Coffee-Men 
| chemfalyes have had ſome Experience of, to their Advantage, 
while the jolly ſprightly Beginners of New Papers at firſt ſet- 
ting out, have ſought to purchaſe by a 1 of the Spirits 
of Brandy, and their own Spirits, the Coffee-Man's Counte- 
nance ; which mean Method has given theſe very Men the 

Air of Conſequence that they aſſume on the preſent Occaſion. 
Another thing to be conſider'd is, that for every New Paper 
that ſucceeds, the Coffee-Houſe Charge upon ſome of the 
Old ones is diminiſn d; for tis certain, the Number of Buyers 
does not much increaſe, but agone makes its Way, another de- 
clines, or 7 off the Stage; d thus as they puſh one another 
out, the Number of Pape not likely to be much increaſed, 
at leaſt to any Degree eq fil to the Braying of theſe ſenſible 
Ani malt. I might give Inſtances of this with regard to the 

aſt and preſenr State of ſeveral News-Papers, that have had 

range Revolutions in my Remembrance; but as I have no 
Concern in any of em, I am not tempted to ſay any thing 
in the Praiſe of any one, that may be at the Expence of 
ſome other. If ir be objected, That there are, however, a 
greater Number of them now than ever; I anſwer, Tis true, 
and a greater Number than the Coffee-Houſes in general 
encourage, (and ſo They ought not to complain of Expence, 
that don't contribute to it;) and a greater Number than the 
Proprietors of ſome of em have perhaps Reaſon to wiſh e 
But then is this a Grievance to Coffee-Houſes, who are paid 
for this very Conſideration, above 100 per Cent. for almoſt 
| | 32 every 
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Merit in Nature?  Tſhall cloſe this Article with obſerving, 


that as tis probable. the Non- Subſcribers will take in their 


. Brethrens Paper, if it be only to contribute to the Diverſion 


of their Cuſtomers, and becauſe they will want nothing. t 
their Brethren have, at the ſame time that they will bear 
away the Bell in many that our Politick Dablers have not, 
(which is another Point worthy the Reflection of theſe ſaga- 
cious Projectors) ſo of Conſequence it will, as I propoſed to 
make appear in this Article, augment, inſtead of diminiſh, the 
Evil complain'd of, as to the Generality of the Coffee-Houſes, 


and even to 4d, if the Schemiſis adhere to their Promiſe, to 


throw no Papers out of their Houſes, till they are univerſally re- 


jekted. | 


I come now to the Fourth Particular propoſed, via That 


the Coffee-Men themſelves are guilty of the moſt ſcandalous "Abuſes 


of the Publick, the Enormity of which is infinitely greater than 
the Hardſhips they complain of, from the, Papers, upon themſelves, 
even ſuppoſing (the contrary of which we have abundantly 
demonſtrated) that their Allegations on that Head were true. 


There was a Time, within the Remembrance of moſt Men 


of any Standing in Buſineſs, that this Important Set of 


People made a tolerable Subſiſtence by ſelling their Coffee 


and Tea at One Penny per Diſh, and their other Liquors. in 


Proportion; and then the Buſineſs was principally in the 
Hands of the Wives of Men who 9 . 5 their own ſeparate 


Buſineſs, and who were put into this Way as a comfortable 


. Reverſionary ProſpeF, in Caſe of their Husbands Death, to 


prevent a deſtitute Widowhood : But afterwards, the Price 
of Coffee, upon a Scarcity, being raiſed, they took that Op- 
ortunity to raiſe the Price of their Liquor one half, and 
old it for Three half-pence a Diſh; and then as ſoon as the 


Men began to find the Sweets of. the Profit, they left off their 


more careful Employments to whrſue this, as it gave them a 
lazier and leſs fatiguing Opportunity of Subſiſtence ; —Juſt in 


the ſame Manner, to make a Compariſon not very much below © 


the Mark, as the Trade of Japanning was at firſt carried on 
by Boys and Children only; but when the multiplied Half- 
pence began to produce tolerable Opportunities for ſubſiſting 
theſe poor Wretches, we ſaw at the End of every Street, a 
Parcel of hulking Raſcals and Men grown, ſupplanting the poor 


Children, and with their Stoo!/s and their Blacking, perpe= 


tually ſolliciting your Honour's Favour, When they ought 
rather to have been beating Hemp, for the future Uſe and 


due Reward of themſelves and Brother Vagabonds. 


Thus the Coffee =Men went on, and got Money, at 
Three half-pence a Diſh ; bur as they always lay in wait 
to make a Property of their Cuſtomers, ſo, when the Tax on 
News-Papers commenced, whigh obliged the Proprietors » 

| ralle 


2 


(bich was but ops the Day Advance, tho vaſt 
Numbers of their Sale were off by it) theſe modeſt 


People, one and · all, agreed to rallly their Price to Two:pexce 
| of Coffee, &c. Trad 


er Diſh, tho' the extraordinary F | 
2 been reduc'd, which was their Mtence of raiſing to 
Three Half-pence, and one would havè thought, might 
have been a Motive for them to have kept ig t that Stan- 
dard. — However, ſo indulgent were their Taſtomers to 
them, that not conſidering what a vaſt Augmentation a 
Halfpenny per Diſh would make to their Profits, or if they 
did conſider, no doubt, expecting that no reaſonable Ex- 
pence ſnould be thought much of by thoſe People for their 
Firetrainmenr, they readily came into it, and ſo eftabliſh'd 
n themſelves this extraordinary Tax, for the Benefit of a 
moſt undeſerving Set of Men. Here then one would 
have thought they might have reſted, enjoying but too 
much the Liberty of rejecting what Papers they thought 
fit, and having it in their Power to preſcribe as they 
judg'd proper, to the Taſte of their BenefaQtors ; eſpe- 
cially when their Chocolate was indulg'd them at Three- 
pence. But ſo far were they from being ſatisfy'd with 
their exorbitant Gains by their Coffee, Teas, and other Li- 
quors, that laſt Year, upon a Scarcity of Cocoa, which 
enhanc'd the Value of that Commodity, they rais'd the 
Price of that Liquor to Four-pence, and ſome of them 
even agreed lately among themſelves to keep it there, but 
could not prevail upon the reſt to countenance them in it, 
and ſo were oblig'd, to their great Regret, to reduce it 
again to Three-pence, tho* almoſt all of them have thought 
fit to leſſen their Diſhes, which makes it tantamount to 
Four-pence ſtill. . | 
"Theſe Wiſe Men have further laid themſelves open in 
P. 17. of their Caſe, where they are pleading a Right alſo 
to Advertiſements: They calculate, that by their Means a 
Paper paſſes through no leſs than Twenty thouſand Hands 
in a Day ; every one of theſe ſpends, at leaſt, Two-pence 
for his Share; and if we take in thoſe that drink more than 
oze Diſh, and alſo the Evening as well as Morning, and other 
Parts of the Day, this Twenty thouſand may be reckon'd at 
Thirty thouſand Two-pences, at a moderate Computation, 
beſides the Gill and Fine Ales, which ſome Houſes have a 
reater Call for than Her Liquors; and beſides the great 
— of Punch (Arrack, Rum, and Brandy) which in 
ſome Houſes, is more than equivalent to all the reſt of their 
Trade put together, and in all which they reap an exorbi- 
tant Profit: Beſide which, thoſe Coffee-houſes that open 
of a Sunday, and Sunday Evening, have an Opporrualy 
0 
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colletted, out of which, Twenty thouſand may modeſtl 
beaverr'd to be clear. Gains, reap'd by them from the Pains an 


Riſque of the Proprietors of Papers, every one of which 


goes through, as they ſay, Twenty thouſand Hands, in a 
Day in Coffee-houſes, which conſequently diminiſhes the 
Sale, and while it contributes to ſuch great Gains to the 
Coffee-men, affords no more than a poor Half-penny, ex- 
cluſive of Advertiſements, (which theſe Wretches alſo lay 
a Claim to) for defraying the Charges of Paper and Priat ; 
for every Paper ſells but for Three half-pence, and. one 
Half penn * to the Crown for Stamps, — 1 anot her is the 
Profit of the Mercury and Hawker ; and as for the Number of 
Advertiſements which they take Notice of in the Daily Poſh, 
that Paper has often eight or ten Partners to fill up thi 


large Size, which that, as alſo the Daily Fournal affords to 


the Publick, in 3 large Columns, at the common Price, 
which, by the Duty, are a Charge, and no Benefit at all to 


the Paper. So that the Benefit or Luck, as theſe Mongrels call 


it, is not ſo large as they ignorantly imagine; and as they'll 
ſoon find by their own Experience. 5 
From this curſory State of the Matter, would any bod 
believe, that theſe are the ſame People that clamour agai 
the great Branch by which they live, the Charge of the 


News-Papers ? And leſs ſtill, that theſe Ingrates ſhould take 
it into their Heads to turn upon and circumvent their Bene- 


fafors, the Proprietors of News-Papers, who, at their own 
great Riſque, and fome of 'em at Expence, furniſh them with 
the very Entertainment that brings them the Means of ſuch 
comfortable and ample Subſiſtance : And whoſe Combina- 
tion in this Caſe is as unnatural as a Rebellion of the Belly or 
Members againſt the Head ? 
of theſe Creatures is the leſs to be wondred at, when their 
Scheme is thoroughly conſider d; by which they propoſe 
to make a further Property of their Cuſtomers, and even of the 
Converſation held in their Houſes ; and accordingly form a 
Demand upon them to furniſh them with Materials for their 
new Deſign : So that they evidently propoſe to make a Pro- 
perty of every Article, of every Paper, of every Gentleman, that 
enters their Doors. Was there eyer ſuch a modeſt and rea- 
ſonable Pack of Projectors known? eſpecially conſidering 
how little the Generality of them merit of the Pub- 


lick, and how inconſiderable their Expences, Stocks, Riſques, 


and Beginning are! 


Indeed, the Extra vagance 


I might 


1 85 Ta6Y 
| of a Seventh Day to the Week, on which no Papers come 
out, and conſequently produces them a clear Gain, with- 
out any extraordinary Charge at all. : Excluſive of all 
theſe Articles; I ſay, here are 1 thouſand Two - pences 
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I might mention in this Place the paltry Spirit of many 
of em, hea iy 1m; © their exorbitant Profit: The 
wretched Liquors fold by ſome of them: Quarrelling with 
thoſe of their Profeſſion of honeſter Minds, for affording 
Loaf Sugar to Coffee ; their pounding Lump Sugar for Tea, 
to paſs ĩt « 7-7 their Cuſtomers for Loaf : The Pay of their 
Servants, which many of 'em, (that perhaps themſelves have 
become Maſters by the Bounty of Gentlemen, ſcrap'd together 
in their Servitude) impoſe upon their Cuſtomers, condition- 


ing with them to ſerve for their Vails, and even ſome of em 


ſnacking with the poor Fellows the Benefit of their Box at 
Chriſtmas : But I would not be too prolix, nor ſay every 
little Thing that the mean and low Subje& would naturally 
ſuggeſt on this Occaſion : Wherefore, having detected and re- 
zorted their ſcandalous Abuſes, and proved every Point I un- 
dertook, I will conclude this Article with turning a Sentence 
of their own upon them, as one might eaſily the whole 
ſtupid Pamphlet; wiz. — ** Tis the Fate and Folly of all 
«© who practiſe and impoſe on the World with Succeſs, 
4 that 7 never know when they are well; but by a 
„ wanton Abuſe of the Publick Indulgence, provoke Peo- 


« ple to fly in their Faces, rip up their Machines, and on 


© the Foundation of Common Evils, to promote and eſta- 
«© bliſh the Common Good.” Caſe, P. 3. 

And as they take Care to verify this Obſeryation more 
than any Set of Men in Common Life; I cannor do better 


than to addreſs the following Propoſal to the Proprietors of 
Publick Papers, for BN A 8 


heck to the Injury the 

deſign Them, and for reforming the ſcandalous Impoſi- 
tions on the Publick; which I only offer as a rough Man, 
to be alter'd and improv'd, as the Perſons concern'd, 
who, no doubt, are better Judges than my ſelf, ſhalf 
think proper: But ſomething of which ſeems to me to be 
abſolutely become neceſlary. 


I. THAT as the Attempt of theſe ſubſcribing Coffee- 


men is calculated to injure the Proprietors of the Publick 


Papers, the faid Proprietors, who are generally Perſons 
of Reputation and Ability, will make it, as it is, one 
COMMON CAUSE againſt theſe Intruders, and 


to 


contribute each ſo much per Share, as ſhall be 1 7 | 


ſufficient to ere& about Half a Dozen Coffee-houſes, 


begin with) in the Neighbourhood of the moſt active Sub- 


{cribers and Managers. 


II. That theſe New Coffee-houſes ſell at Three-half Pence 
per Diſh, the Liquors now uſually fold for Two Pence ; and 
for. One Penny thoſe that are ſold for Three-half Pence j 
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III. That for a Diſtinction from the Subſeribin Houſes, 
2 Board ſhall be affixed to their Sign with this Inſcription, 


ALL THE PAPERS TAKEN IN HERE: 


and that the beſt of all Sorts of Coffee-houſe Liquors ſhall 


be ſold there. | 


IV. That the ſober decay'd Widows of reputable Houſe- 
keepers, or the ſtaid deſtitute Daughters of 3 honeſt un- 


Fortunate Families, too many of which will, doubtleſs, offer 


to the Knowledge of the Proprietors, or may be recom- 


. mended by Gentlemen, who will take Pleaſure to promote 


ſo charitable and laudable a Deſign, ſhall be the Perſons ſet 
up in theſe Houſes. 


V. That two or three Perſons be elected by the Pro- 
rietors of each Paper, to be a Committee for managing 
this Deſign to the beſt Advantage, and to be re-choſen 
every Three Months by their reſpeQive Proprietors ; and 


Who ſhall regulate themſelves by a Majority of Votes in 


all their Proceedings relating to this Deſign : Nine of 
whom to be a Committee to do Buſineſs, 98 there be 


one Proprietor of moſt of the Papers preſent. | | 


VI. That the New Houſes ſhall be taken in the Name, 
or by the Direction of ſome one of the Committee, that in 
. Death, Miſman 


C 


Houſes may ſuffer Detriment, they may interpoſe to keep 
up the Credit of the Houſe : But that no Perſon ſhall be 
diſplac'd, except for wilful Negligence, diſobliging Beha- 


viour, Oc. and that after three Months Notice; and the 


Conſent of every Member of the Committee to be neceſſary; 


and even then to be allow'd the clear Produce over and 


above the Charges of Management of the paſt Trade, as a 


Recompence for their Trouble and Time, &c. and that they 


may be left in better Condition than at firſt. 
VII. That the Liquors ſhall be contrated for, and ſent in 


by the ſaid Committee, that they may be purchas'd at the 
beſt Hand, and of unexceptionable Goodneſs ; and that the 


ſaid Committee ſhall inſpe& the Books of Accompt, to be 
kept by ſuch Perſons, and their reſpective Conduct, ec. 


as often as they ſhall think proper, in order to keep them 
from running out, &c. | 1 | 
| VIII. That 


| ement, or indiſcreet Marriage, 
without the Conſent of the Committee, whereby the 
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and Punch at One Shilling per Quart leſs; all Abe be 
ſo well afforded, that a handſome 93 will accrue, which 
will foon reimburſe them the Money depoſited. | 


L 19 J 


VIII. That the proprietors of Papers ſhall reimburſe 
themſelves their Expences, in the firſt Place, out of the 
clear Profits, with lawful Intereſt for their Money ; but 


not till the Trade is ſo far eſtabliſhed, as that it may be 


done without Prejudice to the Houſe. 


IX. That the Committee of all the Papers ſhall have 
Power from Time to Time, as they ſee proper, to erect 
new Coffee-houſes in ſuch Places as may not detriment 
thoſe ſet up on this laudable Eſtabliſhment. 


X. That the Meetings of the Proprietors of Papers, &c. 
in relation to the Concerns thereof, ſhall be, as often as 


poſſible, held at thoſe Coffee-houſes, in their Turns; and - 


tis not doubted, but the Goodneſs of the Liquors, and the 
Excellency of -the Deſign, inall its Parts, will induce ma- 
ny others to do the like. 


XI. That ſuch Papers whoſe Proprietors ſhall not think 
fit to encourage this Deſign, if any ſuch ſhould be, ſhall be 
the only ones omitted in the propoſed Houſes. | 


XII. That the Perſons keeping theſe Coffee-houſes, ſhall 
not particularly interfere with regard to Advertiſements, 
that they may be deſir'd to ſend ro the Papers; but that 
they ſhall implicitely take the Direction of the Advertiſer ; 
and in caſe the Choice be left to them on that Head, that 
they ſhall faithfully recommend the Paper beſt likely to 
anſ wer the Deſign of the Advertiſer. | 


I will conclude with one Obſeryation, That ſo far from 
Abuſes and Impoſitions, there never was a Time, when the 
Proprietors of Papers exerted themſelves ſo much, with a 
perfect Emulation, as it were, and to their very great Ex- 

nce, to entertain the Publick, than at preſent, and for 
ome Time paſt, and of Conſequence when the Clamours 
of theſe People were more groundleſs. 
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